FIRST MENNONITE CHURCH
Weekly Announcements 8-29-2021
First Mennonite Church, 101 S. Jackson Street, Bluffton, Ohio 45817
419-358-5766 | fmcbluffton.org
¢ Pastor Wanda Stopher, 419-551-1079, wanda@fmcbluffton.org
e Pastor Jeff Boehr — T, F; 419-236-9150, jeff@fmcbluffton.org
¢ Children and Youth Ministry Director — Carrie Mast, 419-230-1568, mastc@bluffton.edu
e Director of Music — Mark Suderman, 419-230-5368 (cell), sudermanme@bluffton.edu
¢ Administrative Assistant — Trustworthy Schumacher, 419-358-5766, fmc@fmcbluffton.org
e Custodian — Don Burris, 419-788-6157; dcburris58 @gmail.com

Sunday, August 29, 2021 4 ,':”."-‘_
Sojourners, 9:15 a.m., Assembly room \’;,17
Taste and See, 9:15 a.m., 301 3=

Worshio. Wanda Stooh hing. 10:30 Sanct Music Ensemble Rehearsals 2021
ors I,p' .an d Stopher preaching, 10:39 a.m., sahctuary, Music Ensemble Rehearsals to begin: note the dates,
streaming simultaneously at . . , .
) ) times, locations, and ages for the church’s music
https://www.facebook.com/blufftonfirstmennonitechurch and at ensembles. Please consider offering your musical gifts

https://zoom.us/j/94268295805?pwd=cmtUVnVnbkhkRytNU1U2Yy to this important part of worship for our congregation

83Z0wwUTO09 (passcode: 11111). and encourage others to join. We would gladly
Joint SHY & JHY Swim Gathering at Bruce Steingass and Amy welcome new additions to the ensembles and will
Freeman’s, 3381 Road Q, Pandora, from 4-6 p.m. greatly enjoy the return of former members.
Bring snacks! e Chancel Choir (adults of all ages) begins on
Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m Wednesday, September 22 at 7:00 p.m. (Mark
August 30- September 3, 2021 Suderman, director) — Sanctuary. All vaccinated
Tuesday, August 31 Morning prayers, sanctuary, 7 a.m., singers are welcome to participate.

Staff meeting, parlor, 9 a.m. e  Adult (adults of all ages) and Youth (Grades 7-12)
Thursday, August 2 Deadline to submit announcements, 9 a.m Bells - both begin on Wednesday, September 8 at

6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. respectively (Ray
Raeburn, director) — assembly room. Since no
singing is involved, ringers will be contacted prior
to the first rehearsal to finalize safety protocols.
e  Cherub Choir (4yr. olds-2nd graders) begins on
Wednesday, September 22 at 6:00pm (Laura
Hartzler, director) — children’s choir room. Those
without vaccinations will need to wear masks.

Sunday, September 5
Worship, Doug Luginbill preaching, 10:30 a.m
Sermon Discussion Circle, meal, 5:30 p.m.; discussion 6-7 p.m.

Happy Birthday!
Aug. 29 — Cassidy Bush
Sept. 2 - Elysia Bush

e Jubilate (3rd-6th graders) begins on Wednesday,
Sept 3 — Ruth Naylor,

September 22 at 6:30pm - (Laura Hartzler,

Jon Rockhold director) — children’s choir room. Those without
Sept. 4 — Paul Neufeld Weaver vaccinations will need to wear masks.
Sept. 5 - Wendell Miller e  Youth Choir (7th grade and up) will meet on
Elam Suter Sunday, September 19 at 8:30a.m. (Laura

Hartzler, director) — Children’s choir room. Those
without vaccinations will need to wear masks.
All are invited to celebrate Wanda’s ministry with us on her o Parents with new choir members are
last Sunday, August 29. Share your gratitude and farewells welcome to stay as needed. _
. . . . . o Protocols for all ensembles are subject to
with Wanda and Bret, immediately following the worship :
o . i ) ] change due to changes in COVID-19
service in the fellowship hall during a cookie reception. spread
Their new address: 3095 Black Rd. Charlevoix, M1 49720


mailto:wanda@fmcbluffton.org
https://www.facebook.com/blufftonfirstmennonitechurch
https://zoom.us/j/94268295805?pwd=cmtUVnVnbkhkRytNU1U2Yy83Z0wwUT09
https://zoom.us/j/94268295805?pwd=cmtUVnVnbkhkRytNU1U2Yy83Z0wwUT09

Prayers for Elizabeth Raid are welcomed as she receives treatment for pancreatic cancer. Elizabeth lives in Newton, KS
and is the daughter of the late Howard Raid who taught at Bluffton University.

Joan Dailey is at St. Rita's Hospital following surgery on her back. Prayers for her in the healing and recovery process are
welcome.

Prayers for Dorothy Houts are requested as she has been experiencing a decline in her health. Dorothy lives in Willow
Ridge of Mennonite Homes of Ohio in the Betty House.

We're back! Sunday School for children and youth will resume September 5th. Details will be emailed to
parents and youth in the upcoming days!

Reminders

UPDATE: The Reopening Task Force has updated face mask recommendations again based on updated CDC guidelines.
Allen County’s COVID status jumped from Moderate to High Community Spread - https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-
tracker/#county-view. We will all resume wearing face masks again during worship. We recommend bringing your own
water to services. Please understand that these recommendations are subject to change, and that hospitality to all is a
priority as we continue to navigate through these uncertain times.

MCC Kit collection will continue through September. Kit lists are available on the bulletin board by the library.
~ Sue Schaaf and Jean Miller
Our Connections
Continue to pray for the people of Afghanistan, including vulnerable women and children, and the many partners with
whom MCC works. Pray that hope would not be extinguished during this season of uncertainty and fear.

You can provide relief in Haiti: The people of Haiti need our help. Families who have already suffered so much have

been hit once again. The 7.2 magnitude earthquake killed at least 1,300 people and injured many more. Thousands are

sleeping outside, with little food and no protection from the elements. With your help, we can reach the people most

affected by this tragic event. Your gifts will provide emergency support. Donate today at mcc.org/haiti-earthquake.
See bulletin board

This fall Mennonite Men is partnering with AMBS (including the Church Leadership Center and the Institute of
Mennonite Studies) to hold a three-part series of events in which participants will share their own personal narratives,
identify the ways they’ve been shaped by masculine messaging, and reframe their own masculine identity so it’s more
inclusive and holistic. The series will be composed of two webinars and one on-campus event, facilitated by Ben Tapper
with the Kindred Collective. Prior to the event, it is recommended that participants read The Will to Change by bell
hooks. You can find out more information and register at ambs.edu/narrative.

The annual women'’s retreat is back at Camp Friedenswald and registration is now open. Planned by

representatives from Central District Conference (Indiana and Ohio) and Camp Friedenswald staff, it promises to be a
weekend of retreat and reconnection. Guest Dr. Sibonokuhle Ncube will speak to the theme "Hope for Healing, Hope for
the Earth." See this link for a full schedule, COVID-19 precautions, and registration information.

4 N

Did you know...?

...SHY Theo Andreas, James Gott, and Ellie Nickel, along with Youth Director Carrie Mast volunteered at
the Mennonite Home last Sunday evening assisting elders outside for their private Concert on the Lawn,
serving the elders ice cream, and helping them back inside after the concert.

Thank you!

\_ )
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