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Our walk

| recently had coffee with Sister Carol of St. Ma
and value her friendshiwha®AédswkappéndognashEi aske
thought was, #ANot tha 0 Then r e onded wi

list that grew and unfolded with a great dea
and excitement! Here it is.

T
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Obviously wedre in
disproportionately disrujpre renovation
process! The progress is evident with every
whiff as you enter the fellowship hall and visiblg
every time you peek into the sanctuary. The
painting is complete, the book racks have
arrived and await installation, and the carpente[™
have begn tearing out the steps and measyiri
and fitting for the new one$his change is
physical and we experience it viscerally.
We have worshipped, as a result, at the Bluffto
Middle School for a month now! We planned
and prepared and we are still experiegdhe
law of unintended consequencEsr the first
couple of weeks the bus parked on FMC side
and the residents of Mennonite Home
Communities had to walk across the street. To
remedy this situation, a cone was placed
allowing space for the bus to park the school
side of the road. But then one resident who
doesndét ride the bus
others using walkers were forced to go all the
way to the corner and back to the Middle
School. We are not at home. But we are
together. We are doingur best and trying to be
our best for one another.

That brings us to the plans and preparations already in the works for our year of walkihgie
distributed nearly 100opies ofWe Make the Road by Walkihg Brian D. McLarenWorship

but

planning has bgun. An organizational meeting has been set for those interested in creating a walking
circle (aka small group using the book.) Conversations often include questions and excitement as

people become familiar with the book. We are already making our roadlkiyng.



1 Governance Task Force is rolling out the first steps of a plan for broad congregational input and
participation as we discover new ways of organizing our work to accomplish the mission and priorities
we believe God has called us to as a congregaiVe need one another. This change is not physical
but it will and must engage us wholly: mind, body, soul, relationships.

1 What is a season of change without a staff transition? Shannon shared her resignation just as Staff
Relations was beginning myuiew. They completed the review in May and brought to Council a
recommendation to hire an interim to provide coveraggdath ministry while also taking our time to
invite broad participation in an assiewtneededt of
This general direction was affirmed by Council in May. A job description for Interim Children and
Youth Ministry Director was approved in June. Carrie Mast was approved for hire by Council on July
19. You are my people. | am so gratefubtotraveling with you at this time.

9 Stories of the inhumane separation of families at our southern border have renewed for us the
guestions, AHow will we be sanctuary now? What
invitation and welcome in thisprntemee tOuat siutmn
mission that we are invited to join. As we practice faith, we are ever renewing our connection to our
Source. We are making room for our life with God individually and corporately. We make the road by
foll owi ng i nandaswajaudeywithdim and wifh ne another, we only love him and

one another more.
~ Pastor Wanda

Important dates to remember

August 197 Congregational meeting

August 24i September Mennbife deadline
August 26i Churchpicnic, Bluffton Village Park
September2Fi r st Sunday of fAWe Make the Road by
SeptembeBi Labor Day, church office closed

From flooring to flourishing

Changing colors, changing views

Once upon a time,woman stopped at the edgka field of weeds. Or were they flowers? Whatédvtrey
were green. Or wait! Were there different shades of greesrettAére hints of yellow and brown in the midst
of the grees? And some fuchsia?

Shaking her head, tveomanpulled out her phone and began taking photos from different angles, as the rising
sun shifted again and again, causing even further changes in the landscape. Reklwartyged home,
carrying with her the vision of a changing field of colors.

Later n the dayshestood in the middle of the nearly empty room at her workplace, studying the-newly
painted walls and ceiling. What was that color? Was it white? Cream? YeéHol?Had the painters used
different colors in different places? How many coloasl they used? Two? Three? Four?

As the sunlight streamed through the lovely old stained glass windows, the shifting reflections caused the
womanto stare in wonder at the walls, the ceiling and way on up to the center top. So many colors, so much
beauty,so much change.

Just like that early morning field landscapges tolors surrounding us at First Mmnite are changing every

day, and our place of worship takes on new W take turns observing the activity, from the day the Sunbelt

lift arrived inmultiple pieces to the day the painter stood on top of the lift, painting thaptipf the ceiling.
Therehave beemndless hours of pew cleaning and restoration and reattachment of hymnal racks. The day the



contractor began measuring the chancel ingrnapn for rebuilding the stegsgrtain staff membensere
compelledto makerepeated trips from the office to the sanctuary.

We hope youobre all as excited as we are andToencou
test your knowledgesonsider taking this simple quiz:

1. How manypewswere removed from the
sanctuary?

2. How manydifferentcolors of paintarein the

sanctuary? ,

What are the names of the paint colors in the '(

sanctuary?

What is the name of the painting company?

How manypainters did we have?

How did the hydraulic lift get inside the church

How many personiselpedbring in the Ilif?

What was the original color of the carpet in the

sanctuary?

9. What is the name of the new carpet color?

10.What two images of Jesus appeatios stained
glass windows in the sanctuary?

11.Which staff member has been most excited to &
watch every step along the way?

~ Mary Pannabecker Steiner
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Larry Diller, Dave Moser and Dennis
Sheidler helped the painters and Sunbelt
employees move the lift into the sanctuary.

Carrie Mast to serve as interim children and youth ministry director
Staff Relations is pleased to report that Carrie Madtseive as Interim Children and Youth Ministry
Director beginning August 1. Carrie has past experience as FMC Christian Education Coordinator, leading
program development in various settings, and a creative passion for testing new ways of providi Christi
education and nurture to people of all ages. We appreciate her willingriaks tm this interim challenge.

~ Staff Relations

Looking over our shoulders at Central District Conference

| was asked to writa First Mennonite Churcthe | egat e report reflecting on
Conference sessions which were held a few weeks ago in Goshen. Knowing that each delegate would have
viewed the experience through the lens of his or her own life and interests, | compilediatsifaytiestions

and invited responses. The questions that elicited answers were: What felt most important, most interesting,
or most surprising to you? Not everyone responded but. . .

~

Wanda Stopher: Al was struck by t heofi nQDeCr,s edocCoinoen Wael tkw enei
your story6 and the book that wildl provide direct
Wal king. 6 The book tells Godds story as it unfold
The stories that were shared at the CDC annual meeting in worship, in delegate sessions and in the story
telling sessions recounted Godés story continuing
Jesus in various places. Every story begant h G evigw of theewprdd and need for change. And every



story included a unique call to a specific individual or congregation to respond in ways that they are uniquely
gifted to respond. So instead of maps to follow and duplicate, the storiesgprevd t est i mony t o

and |iving engagement in the worl d. Each story re
|l east in part what It means to Omake the road by
to see and ears to hear 6 what God is doing and hov
AAl ong the same | ine, I was delighted when, in wo
chil dren. Her use of 6Godl yothestayfigures and emphladis ori stog/ins t o
the Jubilee materials of several years back. The
and beckons us to enter and join the story. As a denomination and as a congregation we halebtsamyce

the story in worship as we have sung from the hyn
Al this reminds me of the words of Diana Butl er
OWor ship i s mutbihmg Christians atterfud annSurglay merr@nigis something pilgrims make
together. 6 Worship and |Iife with God seen this wa
seek to follow in the steps of Jesus. o0

ThedaGood:il really appreciate the family reunion fee
worship and hear stories of what God is doing in

to also do the business of CDC.

i1 a mfasginaied wath the draw of CDC. There are more and more congregations who want to be a part of
CDC. |l 6m thankful to be part of a Conference who
Al appreciate conversati on .Ber®isanagyand anthusi@smdo beleng d o i

to this conference. 0

George Lehman:il was struck by the ongoing interest of
joining or affiliating with CDC. | think our corporate life has been greatly enrichéddse new members and
perspectives. | wonder what the future holds for us.

~

Al also found the «congr elguastparticutadylpleased pocae the wags intwhichb e
local congregations have found ways to give concrete aid to pebplare caught up in national immigration
hysteria. o

Louise Matthews:AiHer e are several of my thoughts on CDC:

AMost I mportant: Welcoming new congregations to (
death of former FMC pastor Marilyn Kengsolution of recognition for PrieientJim Harder's service to BU.

AMost iIinteresting: Conversations and discussions
kingdom work, and workshop speakers. o

Ruth Naylor reflections: These are changing times for the distr
see what Got doing among us. Now in my 80l cannot help but reflect upon change in the Central District
from when | was the first woman to be elected as whatismowc ed t he fAPresi dent o b
addressed as fiChairman. o I remember a serious th
referred to as AChairwomano or AChairperson. o Bo
district was living on the cusp of change back in the 1970s and 80s. Several years later, | was asked to serve
as Al nterim Conf er e niamthekffirshforsvemem i ourfconferericé dt givies nsetjoy i ¢ t
to see that there is nothing unakabout seeing more women in leadership these days.

Now CDC is helping to lead the way for MCUSA by being inclusive of all people, churches, and districts who
want to be faithful followers of Christ regardless of sexual orientation. It feels saaigbain be on the cusp

of i mportant change in the church. While | am ver
edge, 0 | do understand that change comes more sl o
hymn says,am, & domadaldeve fcome to believe that ités

understandings.



As usual, reporting at our annual meeting this year was creative and interesting while still being informative.
For example, the Ministerial Committee repdri®y using the Jeopardy TV show format. It wrapped this
conference with joy, fell owship, and holy |l aughte
more inclusive? Somehow fipersonshi po dsanghefaitht c on

It seems right to let Douiguginbill, FMC member and current Conference Minister, have the parting word.
He chose to respond to the question about surprises.

Doug Luginbill: A What surprised me? | dlaovaspleasdntlty sunprisedhbg thee x a ¢
number of firsttime participants at the CDC Annual Meeting. Some were there representing new
congregations that either just joined CCwill be joining next JuneBut there were many others from
congregations that havween longterm members of CDC. | was also pleased that we had nearly as many non
delegates participating as delegates. Thesaks well of the spirit of the gathering and indicates that

participants find meaning and purpose in gathering together ad<nie Christ for worship, discernment,
fellowship,andpr ayer . 0 ~ Ruth Naylor

Governance Task Force finds ministry and governance intersect, inform

Governance Task Force continues to have lively discussions about the role of governance and ministry as we
meet and discern our task. In this process we have concluded that there are strong alignments between the
Al ogi stical 0 pr oc eeming confjregatiormal pigiinrade theoudtVe Makedhe Road by
Walkingo (Brian D. McLaren) In other words, ministry and governance intersect with one ariotfaah

informs the other. The metaphor of the road/journey seems very applicable to GTF work.

We asked Marathana Ptwb to help us organize our thoughts, ask clarifying questions, and reflect back to us
what she is hearing. Her companionship has been invaluable and helped us establish some specific goals.

We 61 | report mor e artgbutHee ar€torondgtesdogoat your cateadar: Me et i

1 August 19: Congregational Meetinighear more about our timeline and goals we plan to accomplish
with commissions.

1 September8[ t ent ati ve date so dondét carve it in sto
Retreat Anyone is welcome to attend! This is an opportunity for emerging and established leaders,
the idle curious, and persnickety people to gather for education, thdugirifiersation, creative
organizing/planning, and (gasp!) laughter as we make this road together.

~ GTF: Greg Hartzler, Gerald Mast, Elizabeth Kelly, and Wanda Stopher

Mennonite Women seeking memories of past MW projects, events

Mennonite Womemf First Mennonite will celebratel00 years of meeting together as a congregational group

this fall, starting with a othday party on September.M¥e have combed through the archiveBlaffton

University for historical records afiterest and found many thingsytlarelooking for more If anyone has

memories of projects, pictures, or otitemsfrom events of the padD0years, we'd love to hear about them

and think about ways we could use them as we celebrate throughout the year. Contact Lori Nester, Mennonite
Women presidenfesterl@bluffton.edwr 4193589650

Two FMC young adults begin VS in August

Jonatan Moser and Julian Harnish, 2018 graduates of Eastern Metvmndesityand GosherlCollege
respectivelywill soonbeginvoluntary service.

Jonatarwill serve with MVS in Alamosa, C@s an immigrant assistant case worker and English teacher at
the Immigrant Resource Centdtore info at:
https://www.mennonitemission.net/Serve/units/mente8620voluntary%20service/Alamasa

Julian will serve athe ShalomProject in Lancaster, PA., wherarficipantsserve the community through
full-time, professional internshipand participate in seminars focusedGhristian spiritual formation and
personal growthMore info at:http://shalomlancaster.org/


mailto:nesterl@bluffton.edu

SHYF completes short-term service project in South Dakota

Thesenior high youth fellowshipentured to Pine Ridg&D, in Jundor a service trip with the Mennonite
Disaster Servic&ummer Youth Prograna,shortterm program designed for youth groups. MixEame
involved inPine Ridge after major storms devastated the area in 2015.

Thosefrom First Mennonite includedlake Suter, Patk Estell, Ana Neufeld Weaver, Jan Christoph Shultze,
Anna and Jacob Bieseckilast, Christopher Harnish, and Sophia Ga#twell as adult sponsoPaul and
Laurel Neufeld Weaver, Gary Wetherill, and Shannon Thiebeau

Pine Ridge is a Lakota Sioux Indian reservation located in southwest South Dakota. The reservation has a
beautiful landscape and dark histofjae group learned about the tragedy of Wounded Knee, the Black Hills,
and how the US government has created estiiving conditions for the inhabitants of the reservation
throughout history.

Service

www.mds.mennonite.net

At left, JC Shultze prepares to begin painting. Above, from
left: Laurel Neufeld Weaver, Shannon Thiebeau, Gary
Wetherill, Sophia Gott, Jacob Biesecker-Mast, Anna
Biesecker-Mast, Christopher Harnish, Paul Neufeld
Weaver, Jacob Suter, and JC Schultze. FMC youth and
chaperones.

FMC youth and
chaperones exploring
some rock formations in
the Badlands of South
Dakota.




MCC kit collection underway at FMC
Just as backo-school sales have begiMCC schoolkit collectionhas begunPlease notéhat kit
requirements have changed this year:
4 spiral or perforategpages notebooks (8.5 in x 10.5 in and 70 sheets)
8 new unsharpened pals
1 ruler (flat, good quality; must indicate 30 cm; inch markings optional)
12 colored pencils (in packaging)
1 large eraser
2 new black or blue ballpoint pens
1 small metal pencil sharpener (one or two holes) (The sharpeners are mosb ldeefpund in the
office section of stores)
We always need bdgbric and people to sew bagdieavier fabric is ideal for school kitSewing directions
are on the kit card in the kit cotleon area of Fellowship HalBome precut bags and cords dse éhere.
Relief kits: MCC also notean extreme need for relief kits. Kit lists are posted on the bulletin board in the kit
collection area or yomaywrite acheckoFMCI i st i ng fArelief kitso on the
~ Sue Schaaf and Jean Miller

Too oo oo oo oo To To

Building bridges: Conversations on disability and theology

This article was written bi{athy Dicksorand was originally published in the Summer 2018 issue of
Connections, the newsletter of the Anabaptist Disabilities Network. Ditlkesoserved ADMs a volunteer
Field Associate sinc2010. She is Director of Voganal Discernment and Community Engagement at
Methodist Theological School in Ohio and attends First Mennonite Church.

This pastspring, | worked with Bill Gaventa, a leading voice in disability theology and justice, to craft a
conference abouisability, theology, and faith communities. Hosted at the Methodist Theological Seminary

in Ohio,the conference drew in scholars, students, families, advocates, and individuals. Together, we
discussed how to make our congregations more inclusive, himangartnerships with service and

governmental agencies, and how Biblical interpretations on disabilitysteyeed our thinking. At the helm

of the conversations was Bill, doing what he does best: making connections, sharing insights, working to
bridge hs own work as a chaplain, advocate, writer, and consultant with the needs and desires of those in the
room.

| became interested in disability theology and ministry during a pastoral care
and counseling class in my fingtar of seminary. In this classevexplored

how to providepastoral care to distinct groups of people: the elderly, youth,
people with terminal illness, and so on. At this time, | was swimming througt
personal waves of grief as my beloved aunt Debbie had recently passed aw
Aunt Debbiehad Down syndrome, and the themes we studied in class drew
guestions, concerns, and frustrations about the end of life care she had rec

As it came time to select a final research project, | dedmlstudy pastoral care
for persons with intellgtual disabilities.My professor was doubtful that6 d
find resources and encouraged mexplore a different topic. But, fueled by a
passion grown from loving someone deeply, | was not interested in explorin
different topic. | wanted to know how past could support people with
intellectual disabilities. | began by reaching out to Paul Leichty, the executive director of ADN at the time,
who put me in touch with Bill. I sent off an email to him without much expectation of a response. What | got

in return, however, was not only a slew of resources, books to read, and people to talk to, but also an opening
into a wide world of disability ministry. Disability ministry has since shaped my life. Through this connection

| gained remarkable experiences whie Summer Institute in Theology and Disabilitpelcame a field

associate with ADN, and 10 years later | planned this conference on disability and theology.



A key presenter wa¥ohn Martin, director of the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilitibs. Jo
presented on the state of affairs in Ohio in terms of disability support and access. This presentation sparked
rich conversations and questions around the roles of faith communities in conjunction with governmental

policy.
Overall, the conference wadrt a b o ut hqwrtodssomethibg spegial for those with disabiliti€ae

intention was to flip the conversation from what we can do to be more inclusive, to how we CREATE
space to empower all people to be their whole selves.

Since the conferencthere have been more conversations abisability on ourcampus and in

areachurches. One pastor who attended the confetteittene that while preaching the Sunday afterward, a
child with Autism cried out loudly. His father rushed to remove him freensanctuary. However, the pastor
stopped his sermon and addressed the church s&ging;we decide right here and now that we are going

to be a church where our friend can be himself? Can we be that church where crying out is okay?”

This pastor embodieithe message from our conferenae: resemble the kingdom of God when all who are
gathered have the space to express their whole selves and share their unique gifts.

Villegas describes worship, congregational life at Chapel Hill Mennonite

Isaac S. Villegas is pastor of Chapel Hill Mennonite Fellowship in ChapelNHill, He is a member of the
governing board of the North Carolina Council of Churches and has served on on the denominational board
of Mennonite Church USA, as well as fanofit organizations, including School for Conversion and Open
Table Ministries.

At the 2017 CDC annual meeting | was asked to introduce our congregation to the delegates. | had forgotten t
prepare for that responsibility, so | scrambled to jot down soms abtay table while representatives from
the other churches described their worship and context and congregational life. The notes | scribbled turned
into a theme | decided to explore through writing, which (a year later) turned into a reflection pubished
month in The Christian Century (as one of the magazine's cover stories). | thought | would share it with you
since it originated as the brief introductory remarks | offered at the CDC assembly in Bluffton last year.

~ Isaac Villegas

Read the full article athttps://www.christiancentury.org/article/firggerson/goddove-our-bodies

Opportunities to learn about immigration and respond with MCC

MCC works with the issue of migration around the world and walks with people who migrate, people who
struggle not to migrate and people who provide hospitality to migrants in many places.

Learn: Consider participating in thHdCC Migration Learning Tour to Guatemala and Honduras

November 717.

Pray: Pray for the migrants who made the difficult choice to leave their home communitiehopthef a
better life, for the detained immigrants as they wait in detention and for the border portal agents to execute
their job justly and humanely.

Advocate: Contact your elected official® express your desire for more humane immigration policies.
Serve: Become anmmigration court watchehrough the Interfaith Community for Detained Ingnants.

Give: Donatemoney to MCC for ongoing work with issues surrounding immigration.

For more information on how you can get involved, visiic.org/immigration


https://www.christiancentury.org/article/first-person/gods-love-our-bodies
https://mcc.org/get-involved/events/mcc-learning-tour-guatemala-honduras
https://mcc.org/get-involved/advocacy/alert/end-family-detention-separation
https://www.icdichicago.org/ministries/immigration-court/
https://donate.mcc.org/cause/welcome
https://mcc.org/learn/what/categories/immigration

